
NOTICE OF BOARD MEETING 

July 17, 2020 

Board of Directors 

of the 

North Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency

This is to inform you the North Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency (NFKGSA) Board of Directors Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

July 22, 2020 remotely via ZOOM web/teleconference. The web link and 

call-in information are on the Agenda. The meeting will convene at 5:30 

p.m.

Public comments and questions will only be possible during the 

agendized Public Comment portion of the meeting. This Agenda 

Item is toward the beginning of the meeting, prior to any Action 

Items. 

The patience and cooperation of all participants is appreciated. While 

every effort has been made to streamline the experience and conduct 

meetings in the manner to which our stakeholders have grown 

accustomed, there may be technical issues and human error. We will 

attempt to promptly correct any issues that arise. 

Individuals who know in advance that they will have an item to comment 

on, or who require special accommodations, are requested to contact 

Corey McLaughlin by phone at: (559) 237-5567 ext. 104, or by email at: 

cmclaughlin@krcd.org. 



Board of Directors Meeting 

North Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency (NFKGSA) 

July 22, 2020 

Meeting Convenes at 5:30 p.m. 

ZOOM Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89536269533?pwd=UWJOQmNrK2RobXBuaWZKWmNIall5Zz09 

One-Tap Mobile: +16699006833,,89536269533#,,,,0#,,461691# 

Call-In: +1 669 900 6833 ; Meeting ID: 895 3626 9533 ; Password: 461691 

MEETING AGENDA 

All items on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon 

and may be subject to action by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may consider 

agenda items in any order. Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Board 

of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the 

Kings River Conservation District, 4886 E. Jensen Ave., Fresno 93725 during normal business 

hours. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PUBLIC COMMENT

The public may address the Committee on any item relevant to the GSA. At the beginning of the Public Comment 

Agenda Item, the Technical Moderator will ask each member of the public whether there are items they wish to 

comment on. The conducting officer will indicate whether speakers are to make their comments before or after any 

staff comment or report. Public comment shall precede discussion of the item by the Committee. Comments by 

individuals and entities will be limited to three minutes or as may be reasonable as determined by the conducting 

officer. 

3. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Board will consider approval of the June 24, 2020 Board Meeting minutes. Action item: 

requires simple majority approval. 

4. DIRECTOR REPORTS

Each Director will have the opportunity to report on meetings and other events attended

during the prior month on behalf of the NFKGSA. No action will be taken. 

5. STAFF REPORTS

The Board will receive a report and may take action regarding current staff activities and

correspondence.

6. GSP PROGRAM UPDATE

The Board will receive a report and may take action directing Consultants regarding GSP

Program activities.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89536269533?pwd=UWJOQmNrK2RobXBuaWZKWmNIall5Zz09


7. RURAL COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Board will receive a report regarding current Rural Community Advisory Committee 

activities. No action will be taken. 

8. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS 

The Board will receive a report and may take action on activities related to stakeholder 

outreach and communications.  

9. FINANCIAL REPORT 

The Treasurer will provide a financial update as of June 30, 2020. Action item; requires simple 

majority approval. 

10. KRCD SURFACE MONITORING AGREEMENT 

The Board will consider approval of a surface elevation monitoring cost-sharing agreement 

with Kings River Conservation District. Action item; requires simple majority approval.  

 

11. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL SUPPORT SERVICES AGREEMENT  

The Board will consider approval of an agreement between the State of California 

Department of Water Resources and the North Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency to provide technical support services in the Kings subbasin. Action item; requires 

simple majority approval.  

 

12. NORTH FORK REGIONAL RECHARGE PROJECT  

The Board will receive an update on progress of the North Fork Regional Recharge Project. 

The Board will consider next steps of project development and may take action.  

13. CLOSED SESSION 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--ANTICIPATED LITIGATION Significant exposure to 

litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: (One) Claimant: 

Westlands Water District. Action may be taken. 

14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 

The Board will reconvene to Open Session and will report on action taken during the Closed 

Session. 

15. NEXT MEETING DATE AND PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS 

16. ADJOURNMENT 

A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the NFKGSA to 

provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting of the NFKGSA. 

Such assistance includes appropriate alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for any public 

meetings of the GSA. Requests for such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by 

telephone, facsimile, or written correspondence to the Kings River Conservation District, 4886 E. Jensen Ave, Fresno, CA 

93725, telephone 559.237.5567, fax 559.237.5560 at least 48 hours before a public NFKGSA meeting. 
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North Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Special Meeting Minutes 

June 24, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. 
Riverdale Memorial Hall 

Members Present: 

Buddy Mendes, Division 1 

Frank Zonneveld, Division 2  

Danielle Roberts, Division 3 (via Zoom) 

Mark McKean, Division 4  

Leonard Acquistapace, Division 5  

Stephen Maddox Jr., Division 6 (via Zoom) 

Members Absent: 

Tony Campos, Division 7 

Others Present: 

Charlotte Gallock, Kings River Conservation District 

Cristel Tufenkjian, Kings River Conservation District (via 
Zoom) 

Corey McLaughlin, Kings River Conservation District 

Brian Trevarrow, Kings River Conservation District; 
NFKGSA Assistant Treasurer 

Kevin Johansen, P&P 

Angela Islas, Self-Help Enterprises (via Zoom) 

Amanda Monaco, Leadership Counsel (via Zoom) 

Luke Vanderham (via Zoom) 

Antonio Solorio, Westlands Water District (via Zoom) 

Frank Coelho (via Zoom) 

Glenn Allen (via Zoom) 

Jim Petty (via Zoom) 

JoAnne Rempp (via Zoom) 

Item 1: CALL TO ORDER Presenter: Chair McKean 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m. 

Item 2:  PUBLIC COMMENT Presenter: Chair McKean 

Discussion: None. 

Actions: None. 

Item 3:  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MINUTES Presenter: Chair McKean 

Discussion: None. 

Actions: 

It was moved by Director Acquistapace, seconded by Director Maddox, and unanimously carried to approve 
the May 27, 2020 meeting minutes. 

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 
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Item 4:  DIRECTOR REPORTS Presenter: Chair McKean 

Discussion: None. 

Actions: None. 

Item 5: STAFF REPORTS Presenter: Charlotte Gallock 

Discussion: 

Charlotte Gallock reported on the coordination of Kings Subbasin responses to public comments on GSPs, 
as well as a potential cost-sharing agreement with the Kings River Conservation District for surface 
elevation monitoring to be presented at the next Board meeting.  

Actions: None. 

Item 6: GSP PROGRAM UPDATE Presenter: Kevin Johansen 

Discussion: 

The Board received a report from Kevin Johansen regarding GSP Program activities, and specifically on the 
Annual Report that was submitted in April. Mr. Johansen addressed questions from the Board and members 
of the public. 

Actions: None. 

Item 7: RURAL COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Presenter: Cristel Tufenkjian 

Discussion: 

Last meeting was December 11, 2019 and there is nothing new to report. 

Actions: None. 

Item 8: STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Presenter: Cristel Tufenkjian 

Discussion: 

There were no presentations beyond the written report already submitted. 

Actions: None. 

Item 9: FINANCIAL REPORT Presenter: Brian Trevarrow 

Discussion: 

The report presented at the May 27, 2020 Board Meeting was not approved due to a simple oversight. There 
was no new information, but the Board still needed to approve the report.   

Actions: 

It was moved by Director Mendes, seconded by Director Acquistapace, and unanimously carried by roll call 
vote to approve the financial report for the period ending March 31, 2020.  

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 
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Item 10:  APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2020 – 2021 BUDGET Presenter: Brian Trevarrow 

Discussion:  

Brian Trevarrow presented the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021, as approved by the Ad Hoc 
Budget Committee.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Mendes, seconded by Director Acquistapace, and unanimously carried by a roll 
call vote meeting the 2/3 majority requirement, to adopt the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021.  

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 

Item 11:  TASK ORDER APPROVAL Presenter: Kevin Johansen 

Discussion:  

Consultant Kevin Johansen updated the Board on activities and present Change Orders, and presented new 
Task Order for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021 for the Board’s approval.  

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Zonneveld, seconded by Director Mendes, and unanimously carried by roll call 
vote to approve the proposed Task Orders for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021.  

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 
 

Item 12:  RESOLUTION 2020-01 LEVYING 2020-2021 KINGS 
COUNTY ASSESSEMENT 

Presenter: Brian Trevarrow 

Discussion:  

The Board was asked to consider adoption of Resolution 2020-01, informing Kings County of the fee rate to 
be assessed per acre for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021.   

Actions:  

It was moved by Director Mendes, seconded by Director Maddox, and unanimously carried by roll call vote 
meeting the 2/3 majority requirement to adopt Resolution 2020-01, informing Kings County of the fee rate of 
$10.00/acre to be assessed for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021.  

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 
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Item 13: RESOLUTION 2020-02 LEVYING 2020-2021 FRESNO 
COUNTY ASSESSEMENT 

Presenter: Brian Trevarrow 

Discussion: 

The Board was asked to consider adoption of Resolution 2020-02, informing Fresno County of the fee rate to 
be assessed per acre for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021.   

Actions: 

It was moved by Director Mendes, seconded by Director Maddox, and unanimously carried by roll call vote 
meeting the 2/3 majority requirement to adopt Resolution 2020-02, informing Fresno County of the fee rate 
of $10.00/acre to be assessed for Fiscal Year 2020 – 2021.  

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 

Item 14: CREATION OF NFKGSA STANDING FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

Presenter: Chair McKean 

Discussion: 

The Board considered forming and appointing the members of a standing North Fork Kings GSA Finance 
Committee.  

Actions: 

It was moved by Director Mendes, seconded by Director Maddox, and unanimously carried by roll call vote 
to form a standing Finance Committee and to appoint Directors McKean, Zonneveld, and Campos as the 
members thereof.  

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 

Item 15: CREATION OF NFKGSA STANDING POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

Presenter: Chair McKean 

Discussion: 

The Board considered forming and appointing the members of a standing North Fork Kings GSA Policy 
Committee. 

Actions: 

It was moved by Director Mendes, seconded by Director Maddox, and unanimously carried by roll call vote 
to form a standing Policy Committee and to appoint Directors McKean, Mendes, and Maddox as the 
members thereof.  

Roll Call Vote:  
Director Mendes: Aye 
Director Zonneveld: Aye 
Director Roberts: Aye 
Director McKean: Aye 
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Director Acquistapace: Aye 
Director Maddox: Aye 
Director Campos: Absent 

Item 16: NEXT MEETING DATE AND PROPOSED AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Presenter: Chair McKean 

Discussion: The next meeting of the Board will be July 22, 2020. 

Actions: None. 

Item 17: ADJOURNMENT Adjourned:      6:09 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________________ 

Stephen Maddox Jr., Board Secretary 

________________________________ approved on _______________________, 2020 

Mark McKean, Board Chair 
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Stakeholder Outreach Report 

July 22, 2020 

Stakeholder Communication 

INTERESTED PERSONS EMAIL LIST - JUNE 

• 288 on interested persons list at the end of June

EMAIL CORRESPONDANCE 

EMAIL 
Date Messaging/Topic Reach Open 

Rate Click Rate 

6/19/2020 June 24 Board Agenda Packet Available 287 43% 22% 

Digital/Online 
WEBSITE 

• Top page in June: June agenda packet
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https://conta.cc/2Yhit0w


• GSP Portal page update
o New “Reports” menu option
o Updated copy to reflect implementation phase

YOUTUBE 

Upcoming Outreach 

• Landowner Survey

Video Views 

North Fork Kings Introduction 132 
Landowner Workshop on New Groundwater Assessment 43 
Groundwater Solutions for a Sustainable Future 75 
GSP Workshop: Session 1 8 

GSP Workshop: Session 2 7 
GSP Workshop: Session 3 2 
GSP Workshop: Session 4 1 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQsaRD17ahI&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgQlFaOH6JE&t=44s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fziobKyMgPQ&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QVQcJKyqSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkw7eNJQxrc&t=93s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMOeySUsJT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9TqApE_Ya4
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KINGS RIVER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ELEVATION MONITORING COST-SHARING AGREEMENT 

This Cost Sharing Agreement ("Agreement") is made and entered into this ____ day of 

_______________, 2020 (Effective Date) between the undersigned with respect to the following 

facts: 

RECITALS 

A. Since 2010, Kings River Conservation District (“KRCD”) has researched,

established, and monitored a network of monuments to observe changes in elevation in its 

region, including but not limited to the KRCD service area, the Kings Subbasin, and the Tulare 

Lake Subbasin. KRCD maintains the staff and equipment needed to perform the monitoring and 

to process and analyze the data at a level deemed acceptable for observing elevation changes in 

the monitored area. KRCD continues to improve its staff, equipment, and the network to 

represent effectively the elevation changes in the region monitored. 

B. KRCD and the other undersigned parties (collectively referred to as “Parties” and

individually as “Party”) hereby agree to share the cost of establishing, maintaining, and 

monitoring a network of monuments to observe elevation changes pursuant to the below terms. 

AGREEMENT 

The Parties agree as follows: 

1. Scope of Services: KRCD will annually survey the current network of monuments

and provide the data obtained from such survey to the Parties or their designated representative. 

The survey will take place annually in September and October unless written notice is provided 

by KRCD to all parties explaining a schedule change. KRCD will deliver the data obtained from 

the annual survey by the end of January of the year following the survey unless written notice is 

provided by KRCD to all parties of a change in the schedule. Parties will receive the data at the 

physical or email addresses listed in the signature blocks to this agreement unless they notify 

KRCD of an alternate recipient of the data.  

2. Network Revision: KRCD will research the potential for additional monuments,

or locations for monument installations, in coordination with the Parties to ensure an optimal 

network based on existing and collected data, to replace monuments removed from the network 

due to factors beyond KRCD’s control, and/or in response to changing network requirements. 

The Parties agree to assist KRCD upon KRCD request to find new monument locations, to allow 

monument installations, and to grant access to the monuments/monitoring locations in a timely 

manner so that KRCD can meet the schedule set forth above. KRCD shall determine the efficacy 

of potential changes to meet the needs of the network and shall have the final determination of 

the network and any necessary changes thereto. 

3. Cost Sharing: Costs incurred by KRCD in providing the annual scope of services

described herein, including but not limited to costs incurred in removing, replacing, or installing 

new monuments, will be tracked and recorded for the period beginning on the date the data 

described in paragraph 1 is delivered to the Parties to the date the next survey’s data is delivered. 

Each Party agrees to pay a percentage share of KRCD’s period costs incurred according to the 
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allocations set forth on Exhibit A.  KRCD will send invoices to each Party for their percentage 

share after delivery of the data and each Party agrees to pay its respective invoice received from 

KRCD within 30 calendar days of the invoice date.  

4. Indemnification: Each Party hereby agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold free

and harmless (“Indemnifying Party”) any other Party from and against any and all liability, 

expense – including defense costs and legal fees – and claims for damages of any nature 

whatsoever, arising from or connected with Indemnifying Party’s activities under this 

Agreement. 

5. Notices: Any notice required to be given under this Agreement may be given via

first-class mail, addressed and delivered as set forth below in the signature blocks for each Party, 

or by email. Email communication shall be considered written communication for all purposes of 

this Agreement. 

6. Counterparts: This Agreement may be executed in counterparts and such

counterparts shall constitute one and the same instrument. Two (2) duplicate originals of this 

Agreement shall be executed in full, each of which shall be deemed an original. One original 

shall be delivered to KRCD. 

7. Authority: Each Party represents to the other that it has the authority to enter into

this Agreement, and that the individual signing this Agreement on behalf of the Party has the 

authority to execute this Agreement and to bind the Party to the terms and conditions of this 

Agreement. 

8. Termination: Any Party may terminate its participation in this agreement upon 30

day’s written notice given to all other Parties. Post-termination, the costs that would otherwise be 

attributable to the terminating party under this agreement shall be allocated equally among the 

non-terminating parties with the exception of KRCD whose contribution will remain at 12% as 

indicated on Exhibit A. Termination will not absolve the terminating party from responsibility to 

pay for data already received by that party. 

9. General: This Agreement (a) is the final and complete expression of the

agreement between the Parties regarding its subject matter and may not be contradicted by 

evidence of any prior or contemporaneous oral or written agreement or representation, (b) may 

not be amended, nor may any of its provisions be waived, except by an instrument in writing 

signed by all Parties hereto, (c) will be construed according to the laws of the State of California, 

and (d) has been jointly negotiated and drafted, and Civil Code section 1654 will not apply in its 

interpretation. Nothing in this Agreement is intended to or may be construed to (a) establish a 

partnership, joint venture, business association or other entity between or among the Parties, or 

(b) make any Party the agent of any other Party. No Party to this Agreement may assign,

delegate, or otherwise transfer any of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the

prior written consent of the other Party. The Parties shall take such further action and execute

and deliver such additional documents as may be reasonably required to effectuate the terms and

conditions of this Agreement.

The parties have entered into this Agreement as of the Effective Date set forth above. 
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Central Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

El Rico Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

James Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

Kings River Conservation District 

By:_______________________________ Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

Kings River East Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 
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North Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

South Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

South Fork Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

Southwest Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

By:_______________________________  Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

Tri-County Water Agency 

By:_______________________________ Address:___________________________ 

Title:__________________  Address:___________________________ 

Date:__________________  Email:_____________________________ 

16

AGENDA ITEM 10



EXHIBIT A 

Cost-sharing 

Central Kings GSA 8% 

El Rico GSA 8% 

James GSA 8% 

Kings River East GSA 8% 

Mid-Kings River GSA 8% 

North Fork Kings GSA 8% 

North Kings GSA 8% 

South Kings GSA 8% 

South Fork Kings GSA 8% 

Southwest Kings GSA 8% 

Tri-County Water Agency 8% 

Kings River Conservation District 12% 

Total 100% 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES (DWR) 
AND 

<GSA NAME>, A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY (GSA), UNDER THE 
SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT, TECHNICAL SUPPORT SERVICES (TSS) PROGRAM 

AGREEMENT NO. XXXX 
CALIFORNIA WATER CODE §10729 ET SEQ. 

1) PURPOSE.  Pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 10729) of Division 6, Part 2.74 of the California
Water Code (CWC), the State shall provide in-kind and subcontracted technical services for investigating
and gathering data on groundwater conditions in groundwater basins of California to assist Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) in developing Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs), hereinafter
collectively referred to as “Technical Support Services” or “TSS.”

2) TERM OF AGREEMENT. The term of the Agreement begins on _____________________, the date the
Agreement is executed by the State, and terminates upon completion of the useful life of the project
which, at a minimum, is 20 years after the GSA’s GSP or Alternative implementation, or when all the Parties’
obligations under the Agreement are fully satisfied, whichever occurs earlier. Execution date is the date the
State signs the Agreement indicated on page 4.

3) RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES. The GSA is solely responsible for design, operation, and maintenance of projects
to be constructed by the State as described in Exhibit A to this Agreement, Work Plan, Schedule, and
Budget. Review or approval of plans, specifications, bid documents, or other construction documents by
the State is solely for proper administration of the TSS by the State and shall not be deemed to relieve or
restrict responsibilities of the GSA under the Agreement. The State may recommend modification to the
designs, plans, or specifications prepared by the GSA to improve project outcomes, comply with well
standards Bulletin 74-90, and/or construction efficiency.  Such recommendations will be incorporated into
the construction design at the GSA’s sole discretion, but the Department may terminate this Agreement if it
determines that failure to make the recommended changes may pose a threat to water quality.

4) CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY. The GSA must meet the following ongoing requirements to remain eligible to
receive TSS: 

a) Statutory requirements for GSA Establishment (CWC Section 10723 et seq.).
b) Statutory requirements for Alternatives (CWC Section 10733.6 et seq.).
c) Statutory requirements for GSP Initial Notification (CWC Section 10727.8 and §353.6 of the GSP

Regulations [California Code of Regulations, Title 23, Division 2, Chapter 1.5, Subchapter 2]).
d) The basin or subbasin that the GSA occupies is current with periodic reporting requirements under

DWR’s California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) and Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA) Programs, as applicable (CWC Sections 10920 et seq. and 10728,
respectively).

e) The basin or portion of the basin managed by the GSA must not be in a current condition of overlap
that would disqualify the decision of the GSA to undertake groundwater management pursuant to
SGMA (CWC Section 10723.8(c)).

5) INDEMNIFICATION. The GSA and State will exercise reasonable precautions to avoid damage to people
and property. Each agrees that it is responsible for its own actions and those of its agents, subcontractors,
employees, representatives and any other person acting on their behalf or at their direction, arising out of
or as a result of, or in connection with this Agreement and hereby agrees, to the extent permitted by law, to
indemnify and hold the other parties and their respective officers and agents harmless, against any or
asserted liability arising out of its (and its agents, subcontractors, employees, representatives and any other
person acting on their behalf or at their direction) actions, either willful, negligent, or intentional, in
implementing the project.  Such indemnity will include any losses relating to any claim made, whether or
not a court action is filed.

6) INDEPENDENT CAPACITY. The GSA, and the agents and employees of the GSAs, in the performance of the
Agreement, shall act in an independent capacity and not as officers, employees, or agents of the State.

7) INSPECTIONS OF PROJECT. The State and GSA shall each have the right to inspect all project-related work
as described in Exhibit A at all reasonable times and places during the term of the Agreement. The GSA
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TSS Agreement No. XXXX 
Page 2 of 8 

and DWR shall include provisions ensuring such access in all their contracts entered into pursuant to its 
Agreement.  

8) DEFAULT PROVISIONS. The GSA will be in default under this TSS Agreement if any of the following occur:

a) Breaches of this TSS Agreement, or any supplement or amendment to it, or any other agreement
between the GSA and the State evidencing or securing the GSA’s obligations.

b) Making any false warranty, representation, or statement with respect to this TSS Agreement or the
application filed to obtain this TSS Agreement.

c) Failure to operate or maintain project(s) in accordance with this TSS Agreement.
d) Failure to meet any of the requirements set forth in Paragraph 4, “Continuing Eligibility.”

9) RESPONSE TO DEFAULT. Should an event of default occur, the State shall provide a notice of default to the
GSA and shall give the GSA at least ten (10) calendar days to cure the default from the date the notice is
sent via first-class mail to the GSA. If the GSA fails to cure the default within the time prescribed by the State,
the State may do any of the following:

a) Terminate any obligation to perform future project work as described in Exhibit A.
b) Terminate the TSS Agreement.
c) Take any other action that it deems necessary to protect its interests.

10) ENTRY PERMIT OR OTHER DOCUMENT.  For projects involving construction of improvements on publicly
owned real property, including the installation of groundwater monitoring well(s), the GSA shall execute or
obtain from the owner(s) of the real property a Land Use Agreement (LUA) or a renewable Temporary Entry
Permit (TEP) document authorizing DWR’s officers, employees, agents, and contractors permission to enter
said owner’s property with all necessary equipment to perform the work described under this Agreement in
Exhibit A, including collection of data for the useful life of the project. Such work will be subject to site
specific provisions to be described in the LUA or TEP prior to implementation of field/construction activities.
In the event that a project is to be located on privately owned real property, the GSA shall be responsible
for acquiring any necessary easement granting property rights to conduct the project as described in this
agreement and shall execute a LUA or TEP providing DWR access to the site as described in this section.  To
the extent the GSA is unwilling or unable to obtain the property rights and access DWR deems as necessary
to perform the work described under this Agreement in Exhibit A, DWR may terminate any obligation to
perform future project work in accordance with Section 9.a above.

11) WORK AREA SAFETY. Prior to initiating any field work activities including initial site visits and reconnaissance,
the State will perform a preliminary review of property to document the physical and environmental
conditions and prepare a Job Hazards Analysis (JHA) that considers real and perceived job safety hazards
related to site conditions and the work to be performed.  The JHA will be reviewed and appropriately
updated as site conditions and work activities progress or change. The JHA will outline any required safety
precautions to be followed and any personal protective equipment to be worn for DWR staff to safely
perform the work.  All State and GSA officers, employees, agents, and contractors working at or visiting the
project work area will be required and agree to read, be briefed on, and sign the JHA as
acknowledgement of their awareness of its safety provisions before entering the work area on each day
they are present.

12) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF PROJECT. For the useful life of projects and in consideration of the
services provided by the State, the GSA agrees to ensure or cause to be performed the commencement
and continued operation of each project, and shall ensure or cause each project to be operated in an
efficient and economical manner; shall ensure all repairs, renewals, and replacements necessary to the
efficient operation of the same are provided; and shall ensure or cause the same to be maintained in as
good and efficient condition as upon its construction, ordinary and reasonable wear and depreciation
excepted. The State shall not be liable for any cost of such maintenance, management, operation, closure,
or removal. The GSA or their successors may, with the written approval of the State, transfer this responsibility
to use, manage, and maintain the project. For purposes of this Agreement, “useful life” means period
during which an asset, property, or activity is expected to be usable for the purpose it was acquired or
implemented; “operation costs” include direct costs incurred for material and labor needed for operations,
utilities, insurance, and similar expenses, and  “maintenance costs” include ordinary repairs and
replacements of a recurring nature necessary for capital assets and basic structures and the expenditure of

19

AGENDA ITEM 11



TSS Agreement No. XXXX 
Page 3 of 8 

funds necessary to replace, reconstruct, close in-place, or remove capital assets or basic structures. Refusal 
of the GSA to ensure operation and maintenance of the project(s) in accordance with this provision may, 
at the option of the State, be considered a breach of this Agreement and may be treated as default under 
Paragraph 9, “Default Provisions.” 

13) DESTRUCTION OF WELLS. At any point when a well drilled for purposes of the Project shall be abandoned,
the GSA shall destroy the abandoned well in accordance with prevailing well completion and destruction
standards.

14) NOTIFICATION OF STATE. The GSA shall promptly notify the State, in writing, of the following items:

a) Events or proposed changes that could affect the scope, budget, or schedule of DWR’s
performance under this TSS Agreement. The GSA agrees that no substantial change in the scope of
a project will be undertaken until written notice of the proposed change has been provided to the
State and the State has given written approval for such change. Substantial changes generally
include changes to the work plan, schedule or term, and budget.

b) Any public or media event publicizing the accomplishments and/or results of this TSS Agreement
that provide an opportunity for attendance and participation by the State’s representatives. The
GSA shall make such notification at least 14 calendar days prior to the event, or if the GSA does not
have 14 calendar days' notice, as soon as practicable.

c) Any inspections of completed project work by a California Professional Engineer or Geologist. The
GSA shall notify the State’s Project Manager of the inspection date at least 14 calendar days prior to
the inspection in order to provide the State the opportunity to participate in the inspection, or if the
GSA does not have 14 calendar days' notice, as soon as practicable.

15) NOTICES. Any notice, demand, request, consent, or approval that either party desires or is required to give
to the other party under this TSS Agreement shall be in writing. Notices may be transmitted by any of the
following means:

a) By delivery in person.
b) By certified U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid.
c) By “overnight” delivery service; provided that next-business-day delivery is requested by the sender.
d) By electronic means.

Notices delivered in person will be deemed effective immediately on receipt (or refusal of delivery of 
receipt). Notices sent by certified mail will be deemed effective given ten (10) calendar days after the date 
deposited with the U. S. Postal Service. Notices sent by overnight delivery service will be deemed effective 
one business day after the date deposited with the delivery service. Notices sent electronically will be 
effective on the date of transmission, which is documented in writing. Notices shall be sent to the addresses 
set forth in Paragraph 16. Either party may, by written notice to the other, designate a different address that 
shall be substituted for the one below. 

16) PROJECT REPRESENTATIVES. The Project Representatives during the term of this TSS Agreement are as follows:

Department of Water Resources 
Taryn Ravazzini 
Deputy Director, Sustainable GW Mgmt. 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Office 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento CA 94236-0001 
Phone: (916) 653-4781 
e-mail: taryn.ravazzini@water.ca.gov

GSA Name 
Project representative name  
Project representative title  
Street address 
City, State  Zip 
Phone: (XXX) XXX-XXXX 
e-mail:

Direct all inquiries to: 
Department of Water Resources 
Program Manager 

GSA Name 
Project manager name 
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Steven Springhorn 
Supervising Engineering Geologist 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Office 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento CA 94236-0001 
Phone: (916) 651-9273 
e-mail: steven.springhorn@water.ca.gov

Project manager title and office 
Address 
City, State  Zip 
Phone: (XXX) XXX-XXXX 
e-mail:

DWR TSS Region Office Lead 
C. Michael McKenzie
Senior Engineering Geologist
DWR South Central Region Office
3374 East Shields Avenue
Fresno, CA  93726-6913
Phone: (559) 230-3308
e-mail: charles.mckenzie@water.ca.gov

DWR TSS Project Lead 
Jason Preece 
Engineering Geologist 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Office 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA  94236-0001 
Phone: (916) 651-9636 
e-mail: jason.preece@water.ca.gov

Either party may change its Project Representative, Program Manager, or Project Manager upon written 
notice to the other party. 

17) STANDARD PROVISIONS. The following Exhibits are attached and made a part of this TSS Agreement by this
reference: 

Exhibit A – Work Plan, Schedule, and Budget 
Exhibit B – Standard Conditions 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this TSS Agreement. 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

______________________________ 
Taryn Ravazzini, Deputy Director 
Executive Division 

Date__________________________ 

GSA NAME 

______________________________ 
Authorized Representative Name 
Title 

Date__________________________ 

Approved as to Legal Form and Sufficiency 

______________________________ 
Erick Soderlund, Staff Counsel 
Office of Chief Counsel 

Date__________________________ 
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Exhibit A 

Work Plan, Schedule, and Budget 
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Exhibit B 

Standard Conditions 

B.1) AMENDMENT: The Agreement may be amended at any time by mutual agreement of the Parties,
except insofar as any proposed amendments are in any way contrary to applicable law. Requests by 
the GSA for amendments must be in writing stating the amendment request and the reason for the 
request.  

B.2) APPROVAL: The Agreement is of no force or effect until signed by all parties to the Agreement.

B.3) BUDGET CONTINGENCY: If the Budget Act of the current year covered under the Agreement does not
appropriate sufficient funds for the TSS Program, the Agreement shall be of no force and effect. This 
provision shall be construed as a condition precedent to the obligation of the State to perform any 
services under the Agreement. In this event, the State shall have no liability to furnish any considerations 
under the Agreement and the GSA shall not be obligated to perform any provisions of the Agreement. 
If funding for any fiscal year after the current year covered by the Agreement is reduced or deleted by 
the Budget Act for purposes of this program, the State shall have the option to either cancel the 
Agreement with no liability occurring to the State or offer an Agreement amendment to the GSA to 
reflect the reduced amount of services to be provided. 

B.4) CEQA: Activities performed under the Agreement, regardless of funding source, must be in compliance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code §21000 et seq.). 
Information on CEQA may be found at the following links:  

Environmental Information: http://ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/ 

California State Clearinghouse Handbook: http://ceres.ca.gov/planning/sch/ 

B.5) CLAIMS DISPUTE: Any claim that the GSA may have regarding performance of the Agreement including,
but not limited to, claims for additional compensation or extension of time, shall be submitted to the 
State’s Project Representative, within thirty (30) days of the GSA’s knowledge of the claim. The State 
and the GSA shall then attempt to negotiate a resolution of such claim and process an amendment to 
the Agreement to implement the terms of any such resolution. 

B.6) DELIVERY OF INFORMATION, REPORTS, AND DATA: The GSA agrees to expeditiously provide throughout
the term of the Agreement, such reports, data, information, and certifications as may be reasonably 
required by the State.  If such data is generated and transmitted on a continuous basis (e.g., real-time 
with telemetry), the State shall also have full access to such capabilities. 

B.7) FINAL INSPECTIONS AND CERTIFICATION OF REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL: To the extent that the GSA
provides professional engineering services as an integral component of the Project, the GSA shall 
provide for any final inspection and certification by the appropriate licensed professional (California 
Professional Civil Engineer or Geologist) that their work has been completed in accordance with 
licensure law and any submitted final plans and specifications and any modifications thereto and in 
accordance with the Agreement.   

B.8) GSA COMMITMENTS: The GSA accepts and agrees to comply with all terms, provisions, conditions and
commitments of the Agreement, including all incorporated documents, and to fulfill all assurances, 
declarations, representations, and statements made by the GSA in the application, documents, 
amendments, and communications filed in support of its request for Technical Support Services.  

B.9) GSA NAME CHANGE: Approval of the State’s Program Manager is required to change the GSA’s name
as listed on the Agreement. Upon receipt of legal documentation of the name change the State will 
process an amendment.  

B.10) GOVERNING LAW: The Agreement is governed by and shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws
of the State of California. 

B.11) MODIFICATION OF OVERALL WORK PLAN: At the request of the GSA, the State may at its sole discretion
approve non-material changes to the portions of Exhibit A which concern the scope, schedule, and 
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budget without formally amending the Agreement. Non-material changes with respect to the budget 
are changes that only result in reallocation of the budget and will not result in an increase in the project 
budget amount. Non-material changes with respect to each Project schedule are changes that will not 
extend the term of the Agreement. Requests for non-material changes to the budget and schedule 
must be submitted by the GSA to the State in writing and are not effective unless and until specifically 
approved by the State’s Project Manager in writing.  

B.12) OPINIONS AND DETERMINATIONS: Where the terms of the Agreement provide for action to be based
upon, judgment, approval, review, or determination of either party hereto, such terms are not intended 
to be and shall never be construed as permitting such opinion, judgment, approval, review, or 
determination to be arbitrary, capricious, or unreasonable. 

B.13) PERFORMANCE AND ASSURANCES: The GSA agrees to faithfully and expeditiously perform or cause to be
performed all Project work in their charge as described in Exhibit A, “Work Plan” and to apply State 
resources received only to its charge in developing one or more GSPs in accordance with applicable 
provisions of the law. 

B.14) PROHIBITION AGAINST DISPOSAL OF PROJECT WITHOUT STATE PERMISSION: The GSA shall not sell,
abandon, lease, transfer, exchange, mortgage, hypothecate, or encumber in any manner whatsoever 
all or any portion of any real or other property necessarily connected or used in conjunction with the 
Project without prior permission of the State. 

B.15) REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE: The use by either party of any remedy specified herein for the enforcement of
the Agreement is not exclusive and shall not deprive the party using such remedy of, or limit the 
application of, any other remedy provided by law. 

B.16) RIGHTS IN DATA: The GSA agrees that all data, plans, drawings, specifications, reports, computer
programs, operating manuals, notes and other written or graphic work produced in the performance of 
the Agreement shall be made available to the State and shall be in the public domain to the extent to 
which release of such materials is required under the California Public Records Act., Cal. Gov’t Code 
§6250 et seq.  The GSA may disclose, disseminate and use in whole or in part, any final form data and
information received, collected and developed under the Agreement, subject to appropriate
acknowledgement of credit to the State for financial support. The GSA shall not utilize the materials for
any profit-making venture or sell or grant rights to a third party who intends to do so. The State shall have
the right to use any data described in this paragraph for any public purpose.

B.17) SEVERABILITY: Should any portion of the Agreement be determined to be void or unenforceable, such
portion shall be severed from the whole and the Agreement shall continue as modified. 

B.18) STATE REVIEWS: The parties agree that review or approval of project applications, documents, permits,
plans, and specifications or other project information by the State is for administrative purposes only and 
does not relieve the GSA of their responsibility to properly plan, design, construct, operate, maintain, 
implement, or otherwise carry out their commitments to completing the project.  

B.19) SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS: The Agreement and all of its provisions shall apply to and bind the
successors and assigns of the parties. No assignment or transfer of the Agreement or any part thereof, 
rights hereunder, or interest herein by the GSA shall be valid unless and until it is approved by the State 
and made subject to such reasonable terms and conditions as the State may impose.  

B.20) TERMINATION BY THE GSA: Subject to the State approval which may be reasonably withheld, the GSA
may terminate the Agreement and be relieved of contractual obligations. In doing so, the GSA must 
provide a reason(s) for termination and is responsible for reimbursing costs incurred by DWR on the 
project as described in Exhibit A up to the time of notice of termination.  

B.21) TERMINATION FOR CAUSE: Subject to the right to cure under Paragraph 9, the State may terminate the
Agreement and be relieved of any commitments should the GSA fail to perform the requirements of the 
Agreement at the time and in the manner herein, provided including but not limited to reasons of 
default under Paragraph 9 of this Agreement. 

B.22) TERMINATION WITHOUT CAUSE: The State may terminate the Agreement without cause on a 30-day
advanced written notice. 
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B.23) THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES: The parties to the Agreement do not intend to create rights in, or grant
remedies to, any third party as a beneficiary of the Agreement, or any duty, covenant, obligation or 
understanding established herein. 

B.24) TIMELINESS: Time is of the essence in the Agreement.

B.25) WAIVER OF RIGHTS: None of the provisions of the Agreement shall be deemed waived, unless expressly
waived, in writing. It is the intention of the parties hereto that, from time to time, either party may waive 
any of its rights under the Agreement unless contrary to law. Any waiver by either party of rights arising in 
connection with the Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver with respect to any other rights or 
matters, and such provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 
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