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Well Registration Begins on Watermark, a New Online Tool for Landowners

More on Watermark
Land 1Q

Watermark  provides monthly
evapotranspiration (ET) data by
parcel from Land 1Q . ET is the
amount of water consumed by
the plant through evaporation
and transpiration. In combination
with satellite imagery, Land IQ
uses scientifically tested ground
truthing to generate hourly ET
data. Temperature, humidity, net

radiation, and wind speed are
measured through the ground
truthing process.

Land IQ is a trusted resource
by approximately 40 GSAs
and districts across California.
The company has collaborated
with UC Davis, UC Cooperative
Extension, and has advisors from
the USDA Agricultural Research
Service as part of its efforts to

A new online tool for landowners to register wells is launching in the North Fork
Kings GSA. The tool, named Watermark, is an efficient way for landowners to fill out
information about their wells using a digital form.

Over the next several months, landowner participation in the well registration process
through Watermark is needed as a critical piece of completing a groundwater aquifer
study requested by the State.

Key to the study on what's known as the "confined" aquifer is knowing the depth of
wells and their perforations, in addition to well location. Successful completion of the
study in 2024 is mandatory, and directly impacts whether control over groundwater
management remains local rather than in the hands of State agencies.

For domestic well owners, registration will be required to receive any financial support
for wells that may go dry under a future Domestic Well Mitigation Program.

Watermark as a well registration tool is only the first step in a long-term vision for the
platform. The online platform will be expanded over time to include water accounting
capabilities once groundwater allocations are in place. For initial launch, landowners
can use Watermark to begin tracking their monthly water use by accessing parcel-
level ET data from Land 1Q.

During November and December, Watermark will undergo a pilot launch with the
North Fork Kings GSA Board and Committee members, and a Volunteer Early Access
Group. Starting in January, Watermark will be available to access directly from the
North Fork Kings GSA website.

LANDOWNERS! JOIN THE WATERMARK VOLUNTEER EARLY
ACCESS GROUP BY PROVIDING YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

provide accurate, quality ET data.

AT WWW.NORTHFORKKINGS.ORG/WATERMARK.

North Fork Kings GSA to Conduct a Confined Aquifer Study

The North Fork Kings GSA is conducting a confined aquifer study within its boundaries. This study aims to estimate groundwater
pumping from the confined aquifer beneath the Corcoran Clay to identify impacts on land subsidence and implement preventive

measures for the Agency's ability to maintain sustainable subsidence rates. N
echarge Area

Water Table

The confined aquifer study is a requirement for the North Fork Kings GSA to maintain
its approved Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) status with the State. The study
is one of 12 corrective actions provided in August in the GSP approval letter from the
California Department of Water Resources (DWR). Addressing the corrective actions
is a priority, as having an approved GSP is needed to maintain local control over
groundwater.

As part of the study, the North Fork Kings GSA will establish a well monitoring
network to observe the confined aquifer's response to pumping. The monitoring network will help identify and fill any data gaps
and develop a better understanding of groundwater use and flow.

To support the study efforts, the North Fork Kings GSA is initiating a well registration program to gather data on well locations,
depths, and perforated intervals. This information will help the North Fork Kings GSA understand the specific aquifers that wells
are pumping from, particularly the extent of groundwater being pumped from the confined aquifer.

Landowner participation in well registration is key to the study's successful completion over the next year. The North Fork Kings
GSA asks all well owners to register their wells. Visit www.northforkkings.org/watermark to get started now by joining
the volunteer Early Access Group.
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Wettest Year on Record: 2022-2023 Water Year

Runoff on the Kings River this past water year was the highest on record with just over 4.5 million acre-feet of runoff (approximately
265% of average). The water year began October 1, 2022, and concluded September 30, 2023. Growers and member agencies
within the North Fork Kings GSA were able to optimize recharge efforts and make use of available facilities to capture surface
water during flood releases in addition to using more surface water for irrigation in place of pumped groundwater. Notably, North
Fork Kings GSA member agency Laguna Irrigation District took advantage and successfully recharged 15,524 acre-feet (AF) in
District owned recharge basins, while an additional 26,171 AF was recharged by landowners through dedicated recharge efforts.

A Note From the General Manager

During the first half of 2023, the North Fork Kings GSA was focused on our Roadmap to an Allocation.
Most of that time was spent discussing the methodologies to calculate a Sustainable Yield and the
rules and regulations of the agency. As of right now, these items exist in draft form and remain available
for more input. Some may view this as falling behind other GSAs but truthfully, we have time to observe
what works and what doesn't. Also, by having five committees there is more opportunity to discuss
ideas.

In August the Kings Subbasin received its formal approval letter from the CA Department of Water

Justin Mendes,
General Manager Resources with 12 "Corrective Actions." Most of the corrective actions center (article continued below)
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(article continued from above) around data gaps and implementing a Domestic Well Mitigation Program. Maintaining our
approved status needs to be our top priority and thus the Board rightfully decided to shift the focus from our "Roadmap" to our
Corrective Actions. In the final quarter of 2023 we will be initiating data studies and a Well Registration Program to preserve
our approved status.

With our short-term goal of gathering data, the Board still has a long-term goal of providing all constituents and landowners
a vision for the future so they can plan ahead. SGMA is not a math test with an absolute answer at the end. SGMA is a group
Accounting project to demonstrate various methods to eliminate over-pumping. The crucial piece to this is developing a Water
Accounting system to help water users make efficient decisions. In 2024 expect extensive outreach to assist you in learning
more about water accounting.

Notice to Riparian Rights-Holders:

Submitting your annual Statement of Diversion and Use to the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) for riparian
pumping is crucial to ensure your surface water use is counted by the North Fork Kings GSA under future groundwater allocations.
The reporting process aligns with the goals of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and will benefit you in the
long term. Further information regarding the State Board's reporting requirements can be found at https://www.waterboards.
ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/diversion_use/.

UNA COPIA EN ESPANOL DE ESTE INFORMATIVO SE PUEDE ENCONTRAR EN EL SITIO WEB: WWW.NORTHFORKKINGS.ORG/RESOURCES



