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THE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
The Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP or Plan) is the written strategy that outlines how the North Fork Kings
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) will avoid the adverse effects of groundwater over-pumping.

The GSP is where you can find a description of the North Kings GSA management boundary along with historic
groundwater conditions, a water budget, sustainability criteria, a monitoring program, and projects and
management actions to become sustainable. If you're seeking answers about local groundwater management,
the GSP is an excellent resource.

The 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires all high- and medium-priority groundwater
basins, including the Kings Subbasin, to develop and implement a Groundwater Sustainability Plan to resolve
overdraft and achieve sustainability by 2040. The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) is
responsible for determining whether the North Fork Kings GSA's Plan meets SGMA requirements.

THE GSP IS REQUIRED AND REVIEWED BY THE STATE

northforkkings.org 559-623-7032

GSP LATEST UPDATES - FEBRUARY 2025

The North Fork Kings GSA submitted its
updated Groundwater Sustainability Plan
(GSP) to the Department of Water
Resources (DWR) in January 2025.

The updated GSP addresses the 12
corrective actions identified by DWR.

The key priority updates in 
       the GSP include:

THE GSP APPROVAL JOURNEY
JANUARY 2020 JANUARY 2022 JULY 2022 AUGUST 2023 JANUARY 2025
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In August 2023, the Kings Subbasin and its seven GSAs received official approval from the DWR, along with a list
of 12 corrective actions. These corrective actions have been addressed in the updated versions of the Kings
Subbasin GSPs, which were submitted to DWR in January 2025.

THE NORTH FORK KINGS GSA’S GSP IS CURRENTLY STATE-APPROVED 
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A STATE-APPROVED GSP MEANS LOCAL CONTROL
With the GSP approved, the North Fork Kings GSA can focus its efforts and resources on implementing SGMA
locally to best meet the needs of its groundwater users. This approval gives the North Fork Kings GSA the
flexibility to maintain local control over groundwater resources, offering greater consideration for local users’
needs rather than simply restricting pumping. Local stakeholders are able to play a direct role in shaping
practical, sustainable approaches that work for them rather than facing top-down measures from the State.

THE GSP IN ACTION - SGMA PROGRAMS
The North Fork Kings GSA has implemented projects and programs to manage groundwater sustainably. For
example, the Well Registration Program equips the North Fork Kings GSA with the necessary data to proceed
with the Confined Aquifer and Interconnected Surface Water Studies—two important pieces in addressing the
corrective actions from the State. By registering wells before the September 30, 2024 deadline, eligible
agricultural well owners can receive future grant funding for meter installations. This grant opportunity program
is under development. 

To satisfy the required action of Domestic Well Mitigation, the Kings Subbasin GSAs have launched a Dry Well
Relief Program to assist households whose wells go dry due to declining groundwater levels. To learn more
about the program visit mydrywell.org.

The Recharge Credit Program allows landowners who have conducted surface water recharge since 2023 to
submit a recharge project registration form to the North Fork Kings GSA. Once policies are in place, participants
can receive future groundwater extraction credits. For more information and to access the registration form, visit
northforkkings.org.

The North Fork King GSA encourages all stakeholders to participate in shaping the policies and programs that
will lead to a sustainable groundwater supply. Get involved by attending our Policy, Rural Community Advisory,
Technical Advisory, or Grower Advisory committee meetings. You can also join us at our Board of Directors
meetings to share your input, stay informed, and help guide decisions that impact our groundwater.

The North Fork Kings GSA is one of seven GSAs in the Kings Subbasin. The North Fork Kings GSA has developed
and implemented an individual GSP in alignment with the Kings Subbasin Coordination Agreement. Under the
Coordination Agreement, all seven GSAs submit their GSPs to the California Department of Water Resources
(DWR) for review as a Subbasin. The GSAs must submit five-year periodic evaluations to show how sustainability
progress is going and whether any adjustments are needed. Coordination is an ongoing effort; representatives
from the seven GSAs meet on a monthly basis.

GSP COORDINATION IN THE KINGS SUBBASIN

help@northforkkings.org

https://northforkkings.org/

