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North Fork Kings

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

WE MOVED OFFICES!

Our office location has changed to
11054 W Mt. Whitney Ave., Riverdale 93656

Newsletter

Latest Groundwater Updates in Your Area

Meters vs. Land IQ -

Why You Don’t Have to Choose in North Fork Kings

As the North Fork Kings GSA moves steadily
toward implementing a groundwater allocation,
our team—including staff, consultants,
committees, and board members—has been
working diligently to develop a transparent
and reliable water accounting system. One of
the most important aspects of this process is
providing flexibility and clarity to landowners
on how their groundwater use will be measured
once a groundwater allocation is in place.

A common question that has come up is: Do |
need a flow meter? Should | install one? Or
can | rely on Land IQ instead?

The good news is that in North Fork Kings
GSA, you don't have to choose one or the
other. Unlike some Groundwater Sustainability
Agencies (GSAs) that require landowners to
pick between installing a physical meter or
using Land IQ, North Fork Kings is taking a more
flexible and cost-conscious approach.

WHAT IS LAND 1Q?

To understand your options, let's take a closer
look at what Land IQ is and how it works within
our water accounting system. Land 1Q is a
data-driven evapotranspiration (ET) modeling
platform designed to calculate accurate, field-
level water use data. ET represents the total
amount of water consumed by a crop through
the natural processes of evaporation from the
soil and transpiration through plant leaves.

Land IQ uses a combination of high-resolution
satellite imagery, an extensive network of

on-the-ground sensor data, and rigorous
scientific modeling to produce detailed water
consumption volumes at the field level. These
estimates are then used by North Fork Kings
GSA to determine water usage for individual
parcels. Land IQ's service can be used to
estimate water use under a future groundwater
allocation if physical flow meters are not
available or preferred.

WHY FLEXIBILITY MATTERS

We recognize that every landowner's situation
is unique. Some may already have meters
installed and may want to use them for tracking
groundwater use when allocations are in
place. Others may not want the added cost
or logistical burden of installing or upgrading
meters. That's why North Fork Kings is working
to ensure that Land IQ is a viable, accurate, and
approved alternative for those who prefer a
non-metered option.

By offering both methods—and not forcing
a one-size-fits-all solution—we are aiming to
reduce unnecessary expenses for growers while
maintaining the integrity and transparency of
our water accounting process.

North Fork Kings GSA's leadership is committed
to building a groundwater allocation system
that is fair, data-driven, and adaptable to
landowners' needs. Whether you choose to
use a meter, rely on Land IQ, or explore both
options, the goal remains the same: sustainable
groundwater use through clear and accountable
measurement.
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Well Mitigation

Wednesday, June 18th:
Riverdale Education Center
3160 W Mount Whitney Avenue,
Riverdale, CA 93656

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting: 3:00 PM

Monday, June 23rd:
11054 W Mount Whitney Avenue,
Riverdale, CA 93656
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June 2025 Meeting Schedule

Stakeholders are encouraged to
attend GSA meetings to stay
informed and share their thoughts
on programs, policies, and key
updates.

Rural Community Advisory
Committee Meeting: 9:30 AM

Wednesday, June 25th:
11054 W Mount Whitney Avenue,
Riverdale, CA 93656

Grower Advisory Committee Meeting: 9:30 AM
Board of Directors Meeting: 5:30 PM

Please be sure check the website
for the most accurate and up-to-
date meeting schedule.

Program

North Fork Kings GSA launched

the Kings Subbasin Domestic Well
Mitigation Program in partnership
with several Kings Subbasin GSAs
to support domestic well owners
who lose water if their well runs dry
due to lowering groundwater levels.
Those eligible will be provided with
temporary water relief services and
access to long-term solutions.

For more information
and to apply, visit
mydrywell.org or
scan the QR code

Una copia en espafiol de este informativo se puede encontrar en el sitio web: northforkkings.org/newsletters
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2025-26 Budget and Assessment Approved by the Board

At its regularly scheduled meeting on April
23, 2025, the North Fork Kings Groundwater
Sustainability Agency (GSA) Board of Directors
formally approved the budget for the 2025-26
fiscal year. As part of the budget adoption, the
Board also approved an assessment of $10 per acre
for landowners within the agency's jurisdiction.
This increase in assessment was discussed and
planned through the Proposition 218 process.

The adopted budget outlines strategic investments
to advance the North Fork Kings GSA's groundwater
sustainability goals. Notable allocations include:

- $500,000 dedicated to water purchases
aimed at enhancing groundwater recharge and
availability for the benefit of all landowners.

- $1 million allocated for program and project
development, supporting ongoing and new
initiatives that align with the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan.

- $750,000 designated for Domestic Well
Mitigation, ensuring support for residents
impacted by declining groundwater levels.

These budgetary decisions reflect the agency's
continued commitment to long-term groundwater
management, resource protection, and community
resilience.
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Elkhorn Recharge Facility — Construction in Progress!

In 2023, Fresno County approved plans for a new water infrastructure
project: the development of a 60-acre groundwater recharge facility located
near the intersection of Highway 41 and Elkhorn Avenue, on the site of the
former Juvenile Justice Facility. This multi-purpose property will not only
support regional water sustainability but also serve as a law enforcement
training ground for the Fresno County Sheriff's Office.

Construction officially began in January 2025, marking a significant step
forward in local groundwater management efforts. The project is being
carried out by contracted crews and is slated for completion by August
2025.

Once operational, the Elkhorn Recharge Facility will contribute to
groundwater sustainability efforts, with an estimated recharge capacity
of 0.75 acre-feet per day. The facility will be managed by the North Fork
Kings GSA and is expected to play a vital role in helping meet long-term
groundwater sustainability goals during flood releases.



