
Starting in February, the Kings Subbasin 
began work to establish a consistent method 
to calculate a GSA’s “sustainable yield,” the 
amount of groundwater that can be pumped 
sustainably. This foundational work continues, 
inching us closer to having an allocation in 
place in North Fork Kings GSA.

Why are we moving in this direction? Simply 
put, our water demand exceeds the surface 
water supplies that are imported into the area. 
With Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act (SGMA) now in full effect, it’s going to 
take more than increasing our surface water 
supplies to overcome the groundwater 
overdraft occurring within North Fork. Demand 

reduction is needed to get us to sustainability.

Waiting to implement an allocation is not 
a winning strategy – our estimated annual 
average overdraft will take time to course-
correct. If we wait until closer to SGMA’s 2040 
deadline, we could end up with an extremely 
restrictive allocation later down the road to 
make up for lost time.  

The effort is multi-faceted, involving technical 
analyses, intra-basin collaboration, policy 
work, and rules and regulations detailing how 
the allocation will work. Your participation 
through every step ensures a bottom-up 
approach to designing an allocation – the 

real-world experience you bring to the 
table is invaluable.

To keep growers in the loop on the big 
changes coming, the GSA is launching a 
comprehensive effort to keep you informed 
and involved every step of the way. This 
will include a series of workshops, regular 
updates through our email list and website, 
informational videos, and a new Engage Page 
(see reverse side for more information). Your 
voice is essential as we shape how allocations 
will work moving forward — a great way 
to hear about upcoming opportunities to 
connect is through our email list. Sign up at 
northforkkings.org.
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Allocation Workshop Series:

Grower-to-Grower, 
Adapting to Allocation
Wednesday, November 12,  
11:30 AM – 1:30 PM   

This interactive, roundtable-style 
workshop will focus on grower-to-
grower discussions on adapting to a 
groundwater allocation in North Fork. 
Lunch will be provided.

Groundwater Allocation Workshop Series: You’re Invited
The Norh Fork Kings GSA is hosting a series of workshops to walk through what an allocation will look like, answer your questions, 
and give you a chance to talk with other landowners. Each session will build on the last, so we encourage you to join each one. While 
workshops will be recorded and made available on our YouTube, we encourage you to join in person if you are able.

Join us in person at the Riverdale Memorial Hall at 3085 W Mount Whitney Ave, Riverdale, CA 93656 for the following workshops:

February 2025
Kings Subbasin Begins 

Water Accounting 
Framework Coordination

2025 Irrigation Season
Allocation Pilot with Reed 

Ditch Company

2026 Irrigation Season 
(WATER YEAR 2026)
Conduct GSA-wide 

Allocation Pilot Program

2027 Irrigation Season 
(WATER YEAR 2027)

Groundwater Allocation with 
Enforcement Begins

PROJECTED TIMELINE TO AN ALLOCATION

Allocation Workshop Series:

“The 101 Session”
The first session in our Groundwater Allocation Workshop Series will introduce 
landowners to the basics of groundwater allocation, why it’s needed, and how 
groundwater use is measured under an allocation. This session will help you 
understand what’s ahead and why it matters. Topics covered include:

•	 Groundwater Allocation 101 

•	 Measurement: Land IQ Evapotranspiration

Wednesday, July 16,  
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM

Allocation Workshop Series:

Ask the Experts 
Building on Workshop 1, this session takes a deeper dive into the water 
budget and how the sustainable yield is calculated. This is your chance to 
hear directly from technical experts and management and ask questions. 
Topics covered include:

•	 What’s in the Water Budget

Wednesday, September 24,  
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM

•	 Calculating Native Sustainable Yield
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It’s important to the North Fork Kings GSA that the progress toward an allocation is done 
hand-in-hand with our landowners. That’s why we designed the new Engage Page as part 
of a larger effort to hear from our landowners on the policies and programs impacting their 
groundwater supply.

The Engage Page is solely dedicated to giving space for landowners to ask questions, share 
ideas, raise concerns, and provide feedback to shape the allocations process in a meaningful 
way. Your real-world experience as a landowner in this region is crucial; share your insights now at  
engage.northforkkings.org.

Key terms corner
Groundwater Allocation – Defining 
how much groundwater can be used, 
who can use it, and when and where 
it can be used. In a SGMA and GSA 
context, an allocation is a set amount of 
groundwater that is allotted, or allowed, 
to be pumped by landowners on a 
per-acre basis each year to maintain 
sustainable conditions. 

Native Sustainable Yield – The amount 
of groundwater that can be pumped 
from a groundwater supply each year 
without causing an undesirable result 
(a SGMA term for the benchmark that 
indicates you are not sustainable).

Growers: Watermark is Your 
Groundwater Tool in North 
Fork. Keep it Up to Date.
We know growers are familiar with Watermark as a well 
registration platform. But, it’s important to know that 
Watermark will be used as a platform for understanding 
your groundwater use and allocation moving forward. 
Because of this, information related to your parcels, wells, 
and crop types (new feature) should be kept current. For 
example, if you sold land since claiming it on Watermark, 
those parcels and any wells associated with them should 
be transferred to the new owner’s Watermark account. 

It is each grower’s responsibility to ensure the information 
in their account is accurate, as it helps ensure your future 
groundwater use and allocation amount is correct. 

What should I do next?

1.	 Log in to Watermark to confirm your information is up 
to date.

2.	Verify the crop type reported for your parcels is 
correct, and update it if it’s not. You can do this within 
Watermark. 

3.	Double check all of the parcels and wells reflected 
in your account are correct and current. If you need 
to transfer parcels/wells into or out of your account, 
please contact North Fork Kings GSA staff at  
help@northforkkings.org or (559) 632-7032.

Visit the 
ENGAGE PAGE

engage.northforkkings.org
Tell us What You’re 
Thinking on the  
NEW Engage Page 


