
WHAT IS A GROUNDWATER ALLOCATION?
In the context of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA), an allocation is a set amount of groundwater that is 
allotted, or allowed, to be pumped by landowners on a per-acre basis 
each year to maintain sustainable conditions.

WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO DEVELOP A 
GROUNDWATER ALLOCATION?
Developing a groundwater allocation involves a combination of 
technical analysis (water budgeting and native sustainable yield 
calculation), legal and regulatory guidance (ensuring compliance 
and clarity on how it will work), and landowner engagement. 
Collaboration between GSA leadership and staff, technical 
consultants, legal counsel, and the local water users is essential for 
effective implementation of an allocation. In the Kings Subbasin, the 
process involved being coordinated. 

HAVE OTHER GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCIES (GSAS) STARTED DOING ALLOCATIONS?
Yes, other GSAs already have groundwater allocations in place. Growers 
in Kaweah, Madera, Tule, and Westside (Westlands) subbasins have 
learned to adjust to a locally implemented allocation out of necessity to 
stay on track with achieving sustainability under SGMA. 

WHY IS NORTH FORK KINGS GSA IMPLEMENTING A 
GROUNDWATER ALLOCATION?
In the North Fork Kings GSA, our water demand exceeds the surface 
water supplies that are imported into the area. With SGMA now in 
full effect, it’s going to take more than increasing our surface water 
supplies to overcome the groundwater overdraft occurring within the 
GSA. The only way to fix our overdraft is to implement both supply-
side projects (bring more water in and increase recharge capacity) 
coupled with demand-side solutions (a groundwater allocation to 
reduce demand). 

HOW DO I PROVIDE MY INPUT ON THE RULES 
AND REGULATIONS RELATED TO GROUNDWATER 
ALLOCATIONS?
The North Fork Kings GSA is committed to including landowner input 
in the process while we progress toward an allocation. Feedback is 
welcomed at upcoming public workshops and at the monthly Board and 
Committee meetings. The GSA created the new webpage called the 
Engage Page, a space dedicated to hearing directly from landowners 
on the policies and programs impacting their groundwater supply. 
Feedback submitted through the page is routinely monitored and 
discussed by the GSA’s leadership. Landowners can access the Engage 
Page at engage.northforkkings.org. 

WHEN WILL AN ALLOCATION BE IN PLACE?
A GSA-wide groundwater allocation pilot is projected to begin 
during the 2026 irrigation season. During the pilot there will be 
no fees or penalties to give growers the opportunity to practice 
managing their allocation and understand how it plays out within 
their farming operation. Enforcement, including fees/penalties, is 
projected to begin during the 2027 irrigation season. 

HOW WILL MY GROUNDWATER USE BE MEASURED 
UNDER THE ALLOCATION?
North Fork Kings GSA recognizes that every landowner’s situation 
is unique and offers flexible options for measuring groundwater use. 
One no-cost option is through evapotranspiration (ET) data provided 
through the North Fork’s contract with Land IQ, a science-based 
ET modeling platform that provides accurate, field-level water use 
data. Another option is the use of physical flow meters. Growers who 
already have meters installed can choose to use them to track their 
groundwater use. Growers are not required to choose exclusively 
between a meter and the Land IQ system – they can use either or 
both based on preference and feasibility. By offering both methods, 
the GSA aims to reduce unnecessary expenses for growers while 
maintaining the transparency of our water accounting process.

ONCE A GROUNDWATER ALLOCATION IS IN PLACE, 
HOW MUCH GROUNDWATER CAN I PUMP?
While the groundwater allocation is still being determined, we want 
to set realistic expectations for our growers so they can plan and 
prepare. Growers should be prepared for a Native Sustainable Yield 
allocation of less than one acre-foot per acre. An allocation of <1 AF/
acre is within the range with what we are seeing in other Subbasins 
where GSAs have already implemented an allocation. 

WHAT AUTHORITY DOES THE NORTH FORK 
KINGS GSA HAVE TO IMPOSE AND ENFORCE 
GROUNDWATER ALLOCATIONS?
Local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) like North Fork 
are granted the authority through the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA), signed into California law in 2014. 
Under SGMA, a GSA may adopt rules, regulations, ordinances, 
and resolutions to reach the law’s groundwater sustainability 
requirements by 2040.

I HAVE QUESTIONS. WHERE SHOULD I DIRECT THEM?
If you have questions about groundwater allocations, you can contact 
the North Fork Kings GSA staff by calling 559-632-7032 or emailing 
help@northforkkings.org. You can also submit questions using the form 
available on the Engage Page at engage.northforkkings.org. 
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EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (ET)
The amount of water consumed by the plant and soil through 
evaporation and transpiration. Accurate estimation of ET helps 
measure groundwater demand and is an essential tool for 
implementing a groundwater allocation. It’s important to note that 
ET measures water consumption regardless of source (groundwater 
vs. surface water), so in the context of an allocation a calculation is 
used to identify the amount of groundwater used.

GROUNDWATER ALLOCATION
In a SGMA and GSA context, an allocation is a set amount 
of groundwater that is allotted, or allowed, to be pumped by 
landowners on a per-acre basis each year to maintain sustainable 
conditions. The Rules and Regulations of the GSA determines who is 
allocated water, and when and where it can be used (carryover and 
transfer rules).

NATIVE GROUNDWATER
Groundwater naturally present in the GSA; includes mountain front 
and other natural groundwater inflow, precipitation, and natural 
seepage of local supplies from rivers and streams. 

SUSTAINABLE YIELD (SY)
Maximum amount of water that can be withdrawn annually from 
a groundwater supply without causing an undesirable result. 
The Sustainable Yield is calculated over a base period to be 
representative of long-term conditions in the basin and includes 
any temporary surplus of supplies. Sustainable Yield is made up 
of two components – Native Groundwater (also known as Native 
Sustainable Yield) and Surface Water in the Ground.

NATIVE SUSTAINABLE YIELD (NSY)
Native Sustainable Yield is native groundwater inclusive of mountain 
front recharge and other natural groundwater inflow, precipitation, 
and return flows from river pumper irrigation. This is sometimes 
referred to as “Native Yield.”

UNDESIRABLE RESULT
A SGMA term for the benchmark that indicates that you are not 
sustainable. An undesirable result occurs when groundwater conditions 
reach a threshold that causes “significant and unreasonable” impacts. 
These impacts relate to one or more of the six sustainability indicators 
defined by SGMA, including chronic lowering of groundwater levels, 
seawater intrusion, degraded water quality, land subsidence, or 
depletion of interconnected surface water. 

WATER BUDGET
Accounting of the total groundwater and surface water entering and 
leaving a basin including the changes in the amount of water stored.

ACRONYMS
AF/Y – Acre-Feet per Year (standard unit of groundwater allocation)

DWR – Department of Water Resources (California)

ET – Evapotranspiration

GSA – Groundwater Sustainability Agency

GSP – Groundwater Sustainability Plan

GW – Groundwater

NSY – Native Sustainable Yield

NY – Native Yield

RS/GIS – Remote Sensing / Geographic Information Systems

SGMA – Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

SWIG – Surface Water In Ground

SWRCB – State Water Resources Control Board

SY – Sustainable Yield

NOTES
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